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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

2nd JULY 2018 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor R Whittaker (Town Mayor)
Councillor D Favor (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, Matthews, Mrs 
Mockford, Mockford, Ody, Osborne, Saull, Sweatman, Visser, 
Webster and Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk and 3 Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all.  

17 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Mrs Bass wanted to thank for the minutes Sarah Jones who had assisted her with 
cemetery arrangements over the past few months, the staff who prepare the flower 
bed displays in the High St and the care of Mount Noddy cemetery.  She also 
wished to know how she registered for a poppy from the display after they are 
finished. The Clerk thanked her for her comments and advised that her name would 
be added to the list.    

18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Peacock - away on business
Cllr Mrs Russell - family commitment  

19 MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 14th MAY AND 21ST JUNE 

Cllr Hodges advised that he was shown as present on the 21st June when he had 
indeed sent apologies.  The draft minutes have been amended to show this.

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes for signature as a correct 
record of the meetings 8th January and 5th February 

20 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

The Town Mayor, Cllr Hodges, Cllr Mrs Mockford, Cllr Osborne and Cllr Visser 
advised that as trustees of Chequer Mead in retrospect feel that during the 
discussion of minute 46 of the A &T Committee on 14th June they could potentially 
have been deemed as prejudiced and would therefore leave the room during the 
discussion and approval of the minutes of that committee to allow the matter to be 
considered afresh should the council wish.    
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Cllr Mrs Mainstone declared that she received a pension from WSCC and any 
discussion on financial matters concerning WSCC she may have a pecuniary 
interest. 

21 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor advised that he was very busy as Town Mayor and thoroughly 
enjoying the role representing the Council and meeting the various groups and 
organisations.  

He advised that the accounts had been submitted to the auditors following the 
F&GP meeting on 21st June. 

He advised that having attended the Armed Forces Day and East Court Live events 
over the weekend he had received such positive feedback from so many who had 
attended.

He would be going to Mindelheim this weekend with Town Twinning which he was 
very much looking forward to and noted that the Council would be marking the 75th

anniversary of the Whitehall Bombing on 9th July. The Deputy Town Mayor would 
lead a silence at 5.10pm on the Monday and all were welcome to join him at the 
East Court memorial.              

He submitted the following list of events:

May
14 Annual Town Council to elect Mayor
16 CARE Charity’s 30th Anniversary Rededication Service & AGM
17 Presentation of Certificates Town Twinning students
19 RAF 100 100th Anniversary Chichester Cathedral
June
16 Martells coffee shop opening
16 Rugby Club Dinner Dance
18 Air Ambulance tour
18 Riding for Disabled & St Stephen’s School South Godstone
20 Imberhorne School Art presentation
20 Rotary President Handover ceremony Crowne Plaza Hotel
23 Vice Presidents Lunch Felbridge & Sunnyside Cricket Club 
25 East Grinstead Art Society Annual Art Exhibition
26 A Level Art and Photography Sackville School
28 Visit to Escots School to Class 4G
30 Armed Forces Day East Court  *
30 Bluebell Railway Track Trek
30 Sleep out for the Homeless
July
1 East Court Live    *
1 Stagecoach Sackville School
*Consort in attendance

Deputy Mayor
June 
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24 Thomas Cure Commemoration Service
30 Grand Twinning Anniversary Gala Dinner & Dance
30 Sleep out for the Homeless

22 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

The Leader highlighted some activity at the District Council that would have 
implications for the town:
1- New cashless car parking machines would be rolled out from 9th July in East 

Grinstead.  This was welcomed as it provided an option rather than having to 
have cash.  

2- Bellhammer on Ship Street has finally been subject to a planning application 
which is very good news as it is for 35 elderly persons accommodation. Having 
lost dart court and packer close this new development in the heart of the town is 
very welcome. It is subject to planning permission and we will follow the 
progress. 

He also advised that the Chair and Vice Chair of Public Services along with the 
Clerk had secured the agreement of PSV Southdown to put a bus route in to serve 
Moatfield surgery, which would be useful when Judges Close surgery merges with 
Moatfield and leaves the town centre location.  The Vice Chair and Clerk having 
walked Moat Road have made a proposal to WS Highways for the position of a new 
bus stop and this will now be evaluated. 

Questions followed: as to whether the cashless parking machines would need to 
have registration numbers keyed in or anything like previously which was unpopular 
and abandoned at great cost after a short time.  It was not believed that this was the 
case as it would be counter-productive having proved unworkable a few years ago.  
It was welcomed that the security risks of collecting large sums from the machines 
will be removed. It was also noted that there was a transaction cost that would 
increase the costs of MSDC to introduce this cashless method.   
It was also mentioned that this would be welcomed by the traders as the car parking 
would not be restricted to the change that a person had on them  

Where was the bus stop on Moat Road being positioned as it is a congested area, 
there has been a proposal which will now be evaluated by the highways officers, if it 
is not workable another option will have to be found it is early days.      

23 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 

There was none 

24 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE  - MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Councillor Norman Mockford provided an update from Mid Sussex District Council 
advising:
A cabinet reshuffle had seen Cllr Judy Llewellyn-Burke included earlier this year
The Community Award nominations were now closed
MSDC grants had been awarded 
Universal credit has come to Mid Sussex which includes benefits administered by 
the District Council
The Cabinet Member for Community had issued an updated comprehensive report 
on areas of his responsibility.   
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King Georges Field improvements are to be invested in at circa £8k
Cashless parking is being introduced as per the leaders’ comments.
The Economic Development Strategy has been launched 
The EG Bowling Club have been allocated significant investment for works to the 
pavilion and green at the Mount Noddy site. 
The new Homelessness Act has put more responsibility on MSDC who are looking 
at how they can provide temporary accommodation directly.
There are two new types of planning permission coming forward and the Councillor 
will share information with the Chair of Planning when he is able to.
Following the call for sites for the draft Strategic Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment (SHELAA), those submitted are being assessed and 
considered for the next stage.  There is still a long way to go with significant scrutiny 
and discussion to be had.   
MSDC have replied to the NPPF draft changes consultation
Mid Sussex have entered in to partnership with Homes England to deliver the 
housing in the Burgess Hill Northern Arc

Questions followed as to which proposed sites were being progressed to the next 
stage and the Councillor replied that he was not in a position to advise on specific 
sites at this time
It was also clarified that MSDC temporary homeless provision was partly to provide 
accommodation at better value. 

Cllr Mockford was thanked for his update. 

25 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos. Minute  No. 
(a) Planning 16-4-18 167-172 335-341
(b) Planning 14-5-18 1 1-3
(c) Public Services 14-5-18 2 4-6
(d) Amenities & Tourism 14-5-18 3 7-9
(e) Finance & General Purposes 14-5-18 4 10-12
(f) Planning 16-5-18 5-17 13-20
(g) Planning 4-6-18 18-23 21-27
(h) Public Services 7-6-18       24-27 28-40
(i) Amenities & Tourism 14-6-18 28-30 41-51
(j) Finance & General Purposes 21-6-18       31-35

52-68
(k) Planning 25-6-18       36-40 69-76

The Chairman of Planning proposed his minutes, in response to a question it was 
clarified that the Town Mayor was not requested by the developer to attend any 
meetings, the meetings had been requested by the developer and the entire 
planning committee had been invited to the one that the Town Mayor had attended. 

The Chairman of Public Services proposed her minutes highlighting that the Vice 
Chair and Clerk had attended Moat Road to consider where a bus stop may be 
situated and have proposed this to WSCC for evaluation.  In response to a question 



12

the Chairman advised that there was no update on the closure of Lingfield Road for 
works, and when anything was forthcoming it would be put on the website.   

The Chairman of Finance and General Purposes proposed his minutes. Cllr Hodges 
advised that he had not been present and this needed amending on the draft 
minutes, the Clerk said the amendment has already been made. 

The Town Mayor and trustees of the Chequer Mead Charity then left the meeting 

Cllr Favor in the Chair
In the absence of the Chairman of Amenities and Tourism and the Vice Chair not 
having been present at the meeting, Cllr Sweatman proposed the minutes for the 
Amenities and Tourism Committee. He made specific reference to minute 46 and in 
view of the earlier declarations he asked that this be re-considered by the 
Committee, and proposed the original decision as a recommendation, this was 
seconded.

A robust discussion followed during which the Town Museum was considered for 
inclusion in the decision and at which point Cllr Mrs Belsey declared an interest as a 
trustee for the Museum and absented herself from the remainder of the discussion
and vote.   It was suggested that as the Council held a beneficial interest in the 
Museum building they should like Chequer Mead be offered the opportunity to 
attend the East Court Live events for promotion along with the Town Mayors 
Charities.  

RESOLVED : 1) To insert in to the proposal the words “and the 
town museum” after the words “Chequer Mead 
theatre” and before the words “for publicity purposes”   

2) To confirm that attendance of Charity promotional 
stalls at the East Court Live events are restricted to 
The Mayors Charity(ies) along with the Chequer Mead 
Theatre and the Town Museum for publicity purposes.

3) To approve the minutes of the above Committees 
and with exception of minute 46 14.06.18 to confirm 
the decisions contained within them.

Councillor Whittaker in the Chair

26 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

The Town Mayor advised of the deeds needing sealing.  

RESOLVED:  1) to authorise the seal to be applied to exclusive right 
of burial deeds :  2139, 2140, 2141, 2142, 2143, 2144, 
2145 & 2146

2) To apply the seal to the WSCC supplemental 
partnership agreement 2018 
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27 The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting was 1st October 2018, thanked 
everyone for attending and advised that refreshment was available in the Parlour.  
The meeting was closed at 8.09pm

SIGNED:
TOWN MAYOR


